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Forward 
 
This book is a tribute to my father, William Carl Lane, son of Canara Fayette Lane 
and Venus Tipton Lane. Dad was born on Copper Ridge, Virginia on March 16th, 
1922. It will interest the reader to know that he drew his first breath in a log cabin high 
in the Appalachian Mountains just north of Kingsport Tennessee. As a Vietnam 
Veteran and prior career designated military man, I salute my fathers’ military service. 
In the conversations I have had with him over the years I can clearly see the patriotism 
and sense of duty Dad had in the pre-WWII years. Unlike the youth of today who 
appear confused or totally unaware of their heritage and a calling to higher duty in the 
service of their country, my Dad and many like him volunteered for service. Something 
is missing when one compares the then and now of it… the great passion and unity 
and love we had for our country, its beacon of freedom and the basic principals of this 
once great nation have dimmed and have been eroded by a seemingly grand yet 
dangerously subtle ideology that currently permeates nearly half the nation. A call to 
duty such as my father had is indeed uncommon in, if not devoid of, today’s 
generation…but it is not their fault and this is not a discourse in cause and effect.  
 
My Dad was quite simply from the old school…he was raised on the recognition of the 
possibility that he may be called upon to die in the defense of the United States of 
America. He believed unequivocally in this one nation under God and the Liberty for 
which it stood.  He was not motivated by the GI Bill (there was no GI Bill). He was not 
motivated by the promise of learning a trade. He was not encouraged to re-up because 
of the promise of a large bonus. My Dad joined the military to defend his country, his 
friends and his family…period. And so did he pass this timeless torch to me. One finds 
much courage, merit and patriotism in this country boy who enlisted in the US Cavalry 
(age 16) and latter the US Army Air Corps. Uncommon be the Valor in all of them. 
 
The intent of this little book is to give Dad a historical and pictorial account based on 
of some of his memories during his military service prior to and during WWII. 
Although I cannot be certain of the Edmund Alexander  as being the ship that 
transported him from Mississippi to Panama (it operated out of New 
Orleans)…circumstantial evidence and close proximity would strongly suggest that the 
Alexander was the troop transport that he was in. I am however, positive of his other 
duty stations and recollections.  
 
I begin with Fort Riley Kansas in 1938 and end with his medical discharge at Fort 
Kobbe/Howard Field in the Panama Canal Zone. 
 
In the 30’s Dad worked in Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Civil Conservation Corps (CCC) 
and helped build the Hungry Mother State Park. The family has a picture of him and 
his fellow workers. Sometime shortly after his tour with the Civil Conservation Corps 
he told a “fib” about his age (16) and signed up for the US Cavalry. He was stationed 
at Fort Riley Kansas and drilled from horseback. It is historically recorded that at this 
time in history the United States Cavalry had the finest trained military horsemen in 
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the world. I take great pride in the fact that my Dad was part of that “Mounted 
Cavalry”. Sadly we have lost a picture of him shooting a gun from a horse at Fort 
Riley, a blunder that has never ceased to haunt me. 
 
His memory of how he went from Cavalry to US Army Air Corps (USAAF) is 
vague…He had what was then called bleeding ulcers of the stomach and we think he 
was discharged from the Cavalry for this condition, went home for a while, then 
enlisted in the Air Corps. He was in the Cavalry from approx 1938-40. He remembers 
being in the Air Corps when WWII was declared.  It was at Fort Kobbe in the Panama 
Canal Zone that his ulcers ruptured. He was operated on at Gorgas hospital by a 
“Major Powers” and sent home for the final time. I would estimate the time of 
discharge to be around 1943-44.  

Note: I would think there was a very short time span between his discharge from the 
Cavalry and the time he went into the USAAF because he recalls hearing the news of 
WWII while in the Army Air Force. He left the Cavalry sometime between 1938-40. 
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Chapter One 

 

Boots and Saddles 

US Cavalry Fort Riley Kansas 1938-1940 

 

Old Trooper 

Modeled after Old Bill, a Frederic Remington drawing. 
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2nd Cavalry at Fort Riley 1919-1939 
 

 
 
 

Fort Riley 

Fort Riley 

  Outside of Junction City 

 
Shoulder sleeve insignia of units stationed at 

Fort Riley 

Type Army post 

Built January, 1853 

In use 1853-present 

Controlled by United States 

Garrison 1st Infantry Division 

 

Fort Riley is a United States Army installation located in Northeast Kansas, on the 
Kansas River, between Junction City and Manhattan. The Fort Riley Military Reservation 
covers 100,656 acres (407 km²) in Geary and Riley counties and includes two census-
designated places: Fort Riley North and Fort Riley-Camp Whiteside. The fort has a 
daytime population of nearly 25,000. 

Fort Riley is named in honor of Major General Bennett C. Riley who led the first military 
escort along the Santa Fe Trail. The fort was established in 1853 as a military post to 
protect the movement of people and trade over the Oregon-California and Santa Fe trails. 



 10 

In the years after the Civil War, Fort Riley a major United States Cavalry post and school 
for cavalry tactics and practice. The post was a base for skirmishes with Native 
Americans after the Civil War ended in 1865, during which time George Custer was 
stationed at the fort. 

Later, Fort Riley became the site of the United States Cavalry School in 1887. The 
famous all-black 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments, the soldiers of which were called 
"Buffalo Soldiers," were stationed at Fort Riley at various times in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. During World War I, the fort was home to 50,000 soldiers, and it is 
sometimes identified as ground zero for the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic, which its 
soldiers were said to have spread all over the world. Since the end of World War II, 
various infantry divisions have been assigned there. Most notably, the post was home to 
the famed Big Red One from 1955-1996 Between 1999 and 2006, the post was 
headquarters to the 24th Infantry Division and known as "America's Warfighting Center". 
In August 2006, the Big Red One relocated its headquarters to Fort Riley from Leighton 
Barracks, Germany. 

The early history of Fort Riley is closely tied to the movement of people and trade along 
the Oregon and Santa Fe Trails. These routes, a result of then popular United States 
doctrine of "manifest destiny" in the middle of the 19th century, prompted increased 
American military presence for the protection of American interests in this largely 
unsettled territory. During the 1850s, a number of military posts were established at 
strategic points to provide protection along these arteries of emigration and commerce. 

 
 

Fort Riley's former garrison and division Headquarters 

In the fall of 1852, a surveying party under the command of Capt. Robert Chilton, 1st 
U.S. Dragoons, selected the junction of the Republican and Smoky Hill Rivers as a site 
for one of these forts. This location, approved by the War Department in January 1853, 
offered an advantageous location from which to organize, train and equip troops in 
protecting the overland trails. 

Surveyors believed the location near the center of the United States and named the site, 
Camp Center. During the late spring, three companies of the 6th Infantry occupied the 
camp and began construction of temporary quarters. 



 11 

On June 27, 1853, Camp Center became Fort Riley—named in honor of Maj. Gen. 
Bennett C. Riley who had led the first military escort along the Santa Fe Trail in 1829. 
The "fort" took shape around a broad plain that overlooked the Kansas River valley. 

The fort's design followed the standard frontier post configuration: buildings were 
constructed of the most readily available material - in this case, native limestone. 

In the spring, troops were dispatched to escort mail trains and protect travel routes across 
the plains. At the fort, additional buildings were constructed under the supervision of 
Capt. Edmund Ogden. 

Anticipating greater utilization of the post, Congress authorized appropriations in the 
spring of 1855 to provide additional quarters and stables for the Dragoons. Ogden again 
marshalled resources and arrived from Leavenworth in July with 56 mule teams loaded 
with materials, craftsmen and laborers. 

Work had progressed several weeks when cholera broke out among the workers. The 
epidemic lasted only a few days but claimed 70 lives, including Ogden's. Work gradually 
resumed and buildings were readied for the arrival in October of the 2nd Dragoons. 

As the fort began to take shape, an issue soon to dominate the national scene was debated 
during the brief territorial legislative session which met at Pawnee in the present area of 
Camp Whitside. 

The first territorial legislature met there in July 1855. Slavery was a fact of life and an 
issue within garrison just as it was in the rest of the country. The seeds of sectional 
discord were emerging that would lead to "Bleeding Kansas" and eventually, civil war. 

Increased tension and bloodshed between pro and anti-slavery settlers resulted in the use 
of the Army to "police" the troubled territory. They also continued to guard and patrol the 
Santa Fe Trail in 1859 and 1860 due to increased Indian threats. 

The outbreak of hostilities between the North and South in 1861 disrupted garrison life. 
Regular units returned east to participate in the Civil War while militia units from Kansas 
and other states used Riley as a base from which to launch campaigns to show the flag 
and offer a degree of protection to trading caravans using the Santa Fe Trail. In the early 
stages of the war, the fort was used to confine confederate prisoners. 

Custer 

The conclusion of the Civil War in 1865 witnessed Fort Riley again assuming an 
importance in providing protection to railroad lines being built across Kansas. Evidence 
of this occurred in the summer and fall of 1866 when the 7th Cavalry Regiment was 
mustered-in at Riley and the Union Pacific Railroad reached the fort. Brevet Major 
General George A. Custer arrived in December to take charge of the new regiment. 
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The following spring, Custer and the 7th left Fort Riley to participate in a campaign on 
the high plains of western Kansas and eastern Colorado. 

The campaign proved inconclusive but resulted in Custer's court martial and suspension 
from the Army for one year—in part—for returning to Fort Riley to see his wife without 
permission. 

As the line of settlement extended westward each spring, the fort lost some of its 
importance. Larger concentrations of troops were stationed at Fort's Larned and Hays, 
where they spent the summer months on patrol and wintered in garrison. 

Between 1869 and 1871, a school of light artillery was conducted at Fort Riley by the 4th 
Artillery Battery. Instruction was of a purely practical nature. 

Regular classes were not conducted and critiques were delivered during or following the 
exercise. This short-lived school closed in March 1871 as the War Department imposed 
economy measures which included cutting a private's monthly pay from $12 to $9. 

During the next decade, various regiments of the infantry and cavalry were garrisoned at 
Riley. The spring and summer months usually witnessed a skeletal complement at the fort 
while the remainder of the troops were sent to Fort Hays, Wallace and Dodge in western 
Kansas. With the approach of winter, these troops returned to Riley. Regiments serving 
here during this time included the 5th, 6th, and 9th Cavalry and the 16th Infantry 
Regiment. 

The lessening of hostilities with the Indian tribes of the Great Plains resulted in the 
closing of many frontier forts. Riley escaped this fate when Lt. Gen. Philip Sheridan 
recommended in his 1884 annual report to Congress to make the fort "Cavalry 
Headquarters of the Army." 

Fort Riley was also used by state militia units for encampments and training exercises. 
The first such maneuver occurred in the fall of 1902 with subsequent ones held in 1903, 
1904, 1906-1908 and 1911. These exercises gave added importance to the fort as a 
training facility and provided reserve units a valuable opportunity for sharpening their 
tactical skills. 

Buffalo Soldiers 

The 9th and 10th Cavalry Regiments—the famed "Buffalo Soldiers" -- have been 
stationed at Fort Riley several times during their history. Shortly after their formation in 
1866, the 9th Cavalry passed through here enroute to permanent stations in the southwest. 
They returned during the early 1880s and the early part of this century before being 
permanently assigned as troop cadre for the Cavalry School during the 1920 and 30s. 

The 10th Cavalry was stationed here in 1868 and 1913. 
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On the eve of World War II, the 9th and 10th Cavalries became part of the Second 
Cavalry Division which was briefly stationed here. 

The following two decades have been described as the golden age of the cavalry. 
Certainly it was in terms of refining the relationship between horse and rider. Army 
horsemen and the training they received at the United States Army Cavalry School made 
them among the finest mounted soldiers in the world and the School's reputation ranked 
with the French and Italian Cavalry Schools. Horse shows, hunts, and polo matches - 
long popular events on Army post - were a natural outgrowth of cavalry training. 

The Cavalry School Hunt was officially organized in 1921 and provided a colorful 
spectacle on Sunday mornings. These activities gave rise to the perception of a special 
quality of life at Fort Riley that came to be known as the "Life of Riley." The 
technological advances demonstrated on the battlefields of Europe and World War I - 
most notable the tank and machine gun - raised questions in the inter-war years over the 
future of cavalry. By the late 1920s, the War Department directed development of a tank 
force by the Army. This was followed by activation of the 7th Cavalry Brigade (Mech) at 
Fort Knox in the fall of 1936 to make-up the 2nd Regiment of this brigade. 

In October 1938, the 7th Cavalry Brigade (Mech) marched from Fort Knox to Riley and 
took part in large-scale combine maneuvers of horse and mechanized units. These 
exercises helped prove the effectiveness of mechanical doctrine. 

World War I 

America's entry into World War I resulted in many changes at Fort Riley. Facilities were 
greatly expanded, and a cantonment named Camp Funston was built five miles (8 km) 
east of the permanent post during the summer and fall of 1917. This training site was one 
of 16 across the country and could accommodate from 30,000 to 50,000 men. 

The first division to train at Camp Funston, the 89th, sailed for France in the spring of 
1918. The 10th Division also received training at Funston but the armistice came before 
the unit was sent overseas. 

The camp was commanded by Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood. A Military Officers Training 
Camp was established in the Camp Whitside area to train doctors and other medical 
personnel. 

Armistice Day, November 11, 1918, beckoned to a world made safe for democracy but 
also one that heralded a new day for the horse cavalry. The War Department directed 
service schools be created for all arms of service. 

As a result, in 1919, the Mounted Service School as it was known since 1907 and which 
had ceased to function during the war, was redesignated as the United States Army 
Cavalry School. The change was sudden and abrupt. 
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The new school met the need for courses both broader in scope and more general in 
character 

World War II 

Gathering war clouds in Europe and Asia during the late 1930s caused some military 
planners to prepare for possible U. S. involvement. This led to several important 
developments at Fort Riley. The first was the rebuilding of Camp Funston and the 
stationing of the 2nd Cavalry Division there in December 1940. Barracks were built in 
the area known as Republican Flats and renamed Camp Forsyth. In addition, 32,000 acres 
(129 km²) were added to the post for training purposes. These efforts were brought into 
sharp focus with America’s entry into World War II. 

Over the next four years, approximately 125,000 soldiers were trained at these facilities. 
Notable trainees included heavyweight boxing champion, Joe Louis, and motion picture 
stars such as Mickey Rooney. The post also received a presidential visit by Franklin 
Roosevelt on Easter Sunday 1943. 

The 9th Armored Division was organized here in July 1942 and after its deployment, 
Camp Funston was used as a prisoner of war camp. 

The arrival of victory in Europe and Japan during the spring and summer of 1945, were 
joyous occasions. But they also spelled new realities and directions for the Army and Fort 
Riley. 

Korean War 

In the aftermath of World War II, the fort experienced a period of transition. The Cavalry 
School ceased operation in November 1946 and the last tactical horse unit inactivated the 
following March. Replacing the Cavalry School was the Ground General School, which 
trained newly commissioned officers in basic military subjects. An officer’s candidate 
course was conducted along with training officers and enlisted men in intelligence 
techniques and methods. 10th Infantry Division 10th Mountain Division Activated 1 July 
1948 at Fort Riley, Kansas. The sixteen-week basic military program conducted by this 
division prepared soldiers for infantry combat and duty with other infantry units. 

The invasion of South Korea by North Korean forces in June 1950, once again brought 
attention to Fort Riley as an important training facility. Over the next few years, recruits 
from all over the United States came to Fort Riley and received basic training. 

The 37th Infantry Division, made-up of units from the Ohio National Guard, was also 
stationed here during the conflict. While they were not sent overseas, their presence was a 
continuing reinforcement of the fort’s importance as a training post. 
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Cold War 

The uneasy truce that settled on the Korean peninsula after 1953 was indicative of a cold 
war that had come to characterize relations between the United States and the Soviet 
Union. This would have an impact on Fort Riley. 

In 1955, the fort’s utilization changed from training and educational center to that of 
being the home base for a major infantry division. In that year, the 10th Division rotated 
to Germany as part of “Operation Gyroscope” and was replaced by the 1st Infantry 
Division. Elements of the Big Red One began arriving in July 1955 and over the next five 
months the remaining units arrived. They initially occupied barracks located in Camp 
Funston. 

The influx of troops and dependents placed new demands on the fort’s infrastructure. 
Work began on Custer Hill where new quarters, barracks and work areas were 
constructed. A new hospital, named in honor of Major General B. J. D. Irwin, was 
constructed to provide medical care. 

In the decade following, 1st Infantry Division units trained to respond to any threat that 
might arise in Europe or other parts of the world. Construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961 
and Cuban Missile Crisis the following year witnessed heightened alert for soldiers 
stationed at Fort Riley. 

An additional 50,000 acres (200 km²) were also acquired in 1966, which enabled the 
Army to have an adequate training area for the division’s two brigades. 

Vietnam 

Increased guerrilla insurgency in South Vietnam during the mid-1960s, led to the 
deployment of the 1st Infantry Division to Southeast Asia. The leading element, the 1st 
Battalion, 18th Infantry, left in July 1965 with the Division Headquarters arriving in 
South Vietnam in September. During this same year, a provisional basic combat training 
brigade was organized at Fort Riley and in February 1966, the 9th Infantry Division was 
reactivated and followed the 1st Infantry Division into combat. 

Fort Riley’s use as a divisional post was maintained with the arrival of the 24th Infantry 
Division. The division remained in Germany until September 1968 when it redeployed 
two brigades to Fort Riley as part of the REFORGER (Return of Forces to Germany) 
program. One brigade was maintained in Germany. 

Following nearly five years of combat in Vietnam, the 1st Infantry Division returned to 
Fort Riley in April 1970 and assumed the NATO commitment. The division’s 3rd 
Brigade was stationed in West Germany. During the 1970s and the 1980s, 1st Infantry 
Division soldiers were periodically deployed on REFORGER exercises. 
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Reserve Officer Training Corps summer camps were also held at the fort, which 
permitted troops to demonstrate and teach their skills to aspiring second lieutenants. The 
fort also hosted the model U. S. Army Correctional Brigade, housed in Camp Funston, 
and the 3rd ROTC Region Headquarters until their inactivation in 1992. 

 

The Gulf War 

In August 1990, Iraq invaded its neighbor, Kuwait. The resulting international outcry led 
to the largest U. S. troop build-up and deployment overseas since the Vietnam War. In 
the fall of that year, Fort Riley was notified to begin mobilization of troops and 
equipment for deployment to the Persian Gulf. Between November 1990 and January 
1991, men and equipment were deployed overseas. 

In addition to the 1st Infantry Division, twenty-seven non-divisional units were deployed 
and twenty-four reserve components were mobilized. This amounted to 15,180 soldiers 
being sent overseas via 115 aircraft. Over 2,000 railcars transported 3,000 short tons of 
equipment which were then shipped to theater on eighteen vessels. 

Once in theater, these soldiers and equipment were readied for combat. This commenced 
in late February 1991 and over the course of the ‘hundred hours’ combat of Operation 
Desert Storm, these soldiers carried out their orders and executed their missions that 
resulted in the crushing of Saddam Hussein’s Republican Guards. Later that spring, 
soldiers returned to Fort Riley. 

The 1990s and beyond Following Operation Desert Storm, the 1st Infantry Division 
returned to Fort Riley. But the winds of change were once again blowing across the Army 
and affected the post. The Cold War of the past four decades was being replaced by new 
realities in Eastern Europe with the crumbling of the Iron Curtain. Budget cuts and 
revised strategic thinking resulted in troop cutbacks. 

In the spring of 1995, headquarters of the 1st Infantry Division were transferred from 
Fort Riley to Germany. A brigade of the Big Red One remained at the post along with a 
brigade of the 1st Armored Division and the 937th Engineer Group. 

On June 5, 1999, Fort Riley once again became a Division Headquarters with the 
reactivation of the 24th Infantry Division (Mech). The 24th Infantry Division (Mech) is 
the Headquarters for three enhanced Separate Brigades (eSBs) of the Army National 
Guard. Under the integrated Active Component/Reserve Component concept, the 24th 
Infantry Division (Mech) consists of an active component headquarters at Fort Riley and 
three enhanced Separate Brigades: 30th Heavy Separate Brigade at Clinton, North 
Carolina, 218th Heavy Separate Brigade at Columbia, South Carolina, and the 48th 
Separate Infantry Brigade in Macon, Georgia. These units are on eight-year training 
cycles that culminate in a National Training Center rotation. They also backfill active 
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duty units for Major Theater War contingencies and provide units for Stabilization Force 
rotations in Bosnia. 

Soldiers from Fort Riley continue to be deployed to areas in all corners of the world. 
From southwest Asia to the Caribbean and the Balkans, Fort Riley soldiers have been 
engaged in numerous peacekeeping and nation-building missions. They continue to hone 
their skills by periodic deployments to the National Training Center located at Fort Irwin, 
California and the Joint Readiness Training Center at Fort Polk, Louisiana. 

On June 1, 2006, Fort Riley began training Military Transition Teams, or MiTTs. These 
10-15 man teams from across the Army, Navy and Air Force train at Fort Riley's Camp 
Funston for 60 days. Transition Team training is focused training preparing teams to 
train, mentor and advise Iraqi and Afghani security forces. Training is based on core 
competencies—combat skills, force protection, team support processes, technical and 
tactical training, adviser skills, counter insurgency operations and understanding the 
culture. 

Return of the 1st Infantry Division 

On August 1, 2006, the 1st Infantry Division returned to Fort Riley and replaced the 24th 
Infantry Division as the post's garrison formation. 

In October 2006, the 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, assumed command and control of 
the Military Transition Team training mission. The entire division took the lead on this 
mission for the military. 

Irwin Army Community Hospital 

A year after the post was established in 1853, a temporary hospital was constructed near 
the present day Popst/Cavalry Museum and Patton Hall on the main post. A permanent 
hospital, which is now the Post/Cavalry Museum, was built in 1855 with a clock tower 
added in 1890. The second hospital replaced the 1855 hospital in 1888 and is now Post 
Headquarters. A third hospital was built in 1941 at Camp Whitside and named 
Cantonment Hospital, later Station Hospital. The second hospital remained as an annex 
until 1957. The current and fourth hospital was dedicated in 1958. The fourth and current 
hospital was named after Brigadier General Bernard John Dowling Irwin "The Fighting 
Doctor" who won the Medal of Honor for distinguished gallantry in action during an 
engagement with the Chiricahua Indians near Apache Pass Arizona in February 1861. [1] 
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Fort Riley Museums  

U.S. Cavalry Museum - housed in the building used as headquarters by George 
Armstrong Custer, the museum houses exhibits about the U.S. Cavalry from the 
Revolutionary War to 1950  

• 1st Infantry Division Museum - exhibits relating to the 1st Infantry Division from 
1917 to the present and the United States Constabulary forces that served in 
Germany immediately following World War II  

• Custer Home, 24 Sheridan Avenue - Historic house museum  
• First Territorial Capitol of Kansas - History of Territorial Kansas  
• Atomic Cannon, on the hills overlooking Marshall Airfield (accessible without 

passing through Fort Riley's security perimeter).  
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The War With Spain!  
 
The Spanish-American War in 1898 found the Regiment in Kansas, Colorado, and New 
Mexico. They were assembled in Georgia as all Regular Army Units and several hundred 
thousand volunteers began to assemble in the southern United States. This was the first 
time that the entire Regiment had been together since the Civil War. They moved to 
Mobile, Alabama, in preparation for movement to Cuba. Troops A, C, D, and F boarded 
transports with their horses, and the remainder of the Regiment moved overland to 
Tampa, Florida, where the rest of the forces were being assembled. Due to a lack of 
transports, the remainder of the Regiment did not board ships, but instead gave up its 
wagons to assist the movement of Teddy Roosevelt’s "Rough Riders" to the ships. 
The four troops that arrived in Cuba found that they were the only horse-mounted cavalry 
available for the campaign. They worked primarily for General Shafter, the commander 
of troops in Cuba, doing a variety of jobs. Teddy Roosevelt observed that "the Second 
Cavalrymen are everywhere. All day long you see them. All night long you hear their 
clattering hooves." 
 
The troops from the Second Cavalry fought at El Caney, San Juan Hill, Aquadores, and 
around Santiago Cuba. Troop B was committed to the Puerto Rican campaign in July and 
August. In 1899, the entire Regiment began pacification duty on Cuba and remained 
there for three years.  
 
The Early Twentieth Century: 
From 23 January to 18 July 1905, the Regiment broadened its experience by participating 
in the Cavite Campaign, Philippine Islands. On 14 February 1910, the Regiment fought in 
the battle of Tiradores Hill near Pindar on Mindanao. The Regiment followed this up 
with several clashes with the Moros: one at Mount Bagoak, Jolo, on 3 December 1911, 
and another near Mount Vrut, Jolo, 10-14 January 1912. 
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Back in the United States in June 1912, the Second Cavalry took the mission of enforcing 
the neutrality laws along the international boundary between the United States and 
Mexico. "I should consider myself fortunate to again have your splendid Regiment as 
part of my command," General Pershing wired Colonel West(the 15th Col. of the 
Regiment)when the Second had left Jolo Island, Philippines, in 1912.  
 
The section of the international border between the United States and Mexico assigned to 
the Regiment gradually extended from El Paso to Presidio, Texas, a distance of 262 
miles. This operation represented the first "border surveillance" and "border security" 
mission for the Regiment – a precursor of future missions later in the century. 
 
The Regiment departed Fort Bliss, Texas, in December 1913 for Fort Ethan Allen, 
Vermont, for training and maneuvers. These field exercises, often in conjunction with the 
National Guard units of the northeastern states, were often under the personal direction of 
General Leonard Wood. 
 
The year 1914 culminated with the Regiment’s Horse Show Team representing the Army 
in the annual horse show at Madison Square Garden in New York. Representing the 
Army in national competition would be a task the Regiment excelled in for many years. 
The beautiful silver trophies awarded to the Regiment are still used to commemorate 
excellence within the Regiment. The Dragoon Lightning Trophy was originally awarded 
to the Regimental horse team in 1914. One of the award-winning team members was 
First Lieutenant George Brett, the son of Medal of Honor winner Lloyd Brett. 
 
As the nation began to think about involvement with the European war, the Army 
recognized a need for a pool of trained leaders. General Wood led the drive to train 
business leaders and professionals for the future needs of the Army. The Second Cavalry 
established training camps in Plattsburg, New York, to train business leaders from New 
York City and Philadelphia in the rudiments of Army life. This was so successful that the 
Regiment established a second camp in Fort Ogelthorpe, Georgia, near the Civil War 
battlefield of Chickamauga. The Regiment, under the command of Joseph T. Dickman, 
the Seventeenth Colonel of the Regiment, trained over 13,000 of these men in five 
provisional regiments. This program of training a pool of leaders ready to respond during 
times of national emergency became the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). 
Dickman commanded the Third U.S. Infantry Division during the "Great War." His 
leadership at the second battle of the Marne River would forever mark the Third Infantry 
Division as "The Rock of the Marne."  
 
The First World War: 
World War I was another chapter of American history in which the Second Dragoons 
distinguished themselves. In April 1918, a scant three weeks after leaving the United 
States, the Second Cavalry found itself landed in France in the Toul sector. After being 
initially deployed to perform military police duties and to manage horse remount depots, 
the Regiment was the only American unit used as horse cavalry during the war. A 
provisional squadron formed by Troops B, D, F, and H was the last element of the 
Regiment ever to engage the enemy as mounted horse cavalry. 
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General Pershing’s words were again realized half a world away when, with 31 dragoon 
troopers Headquarters Troop as his escort, he landed first in England and then at 
Chaumont, France. The commander of Pershing’s headquarters element was Captain 
George S. Patton, Jr. 
The Second Dragoons fought in the Aisne-Marne offensive from 18 July to 6 August 
1918, where the American First and Second Divisions penetrated the western flank of the 
German Marne salient at Soissons. Detachments from the Regiment also took part in the 
Oisne-Aisne offensive from 18 August to 11 September. The greatest commendations the 
Regiment received in the war came for its part in the reduction of Saint Mihiel Salient. 
From 12 to 16 September, Troops A, B, C, D, F, G, and H fought magnificently under 
Lieutenant Colonel D.P.M. Hazzard’s command. 
 
At this time in the war, General Pershing massed six divisions on an 18-mile front. The 
First Division jumped off, bypassing Mont Sec (which the French had assaulted in vain 
for years), and reached the German line of Heudocort-Nosard. From there, the Second 
Cavalry passed through the forest of La Belle Oziere, Nosard, and Vigneulles, and 
scouted the open country as far as the Heudicort Creue, and Vignuelles. They would 
eventually advance all the way to Saint Maurice, Woel, and Jonville to pursue the enemy. 
The final Allied offensive, the Meuse-Argonne campaign lasted from 26 September to 11 
November 1918. The Second Cavalry was attached to the American 35th Division, 
playing an important role as the left flank element of eight divisions and later as the main 
effort between the Meuse River and the Argonne Forest. The plan of the American First 
Army was to bypass the strong points of Montfaucon and Romagne on both sides. Then 
the forces would seize the high ground at Barricort with a converging effort that was 
designed to shatter all German positions before Sedan. 
 
The 35th Division spearheaded the assault on the left with an engagement in which the 
troops of the Second Cavalry fought bravely during a six-day battle between 26 
September and 2 October 1918. The battle started at Vauquois and wound through Bois 
de Rossigy, Quvrage D'Aden, Cheepy, Charpentry, Baulny, Bois de Montre Beau, and 
Exermont. The men from the Regiment were commended for "...accomplishing their 
tasks with fearlessness, courage, and disregard for danger and hardship." Three rainbow 
colored campaign streamers were added to the Regimental standard during World War I. 
With the Germans driven across the Meuse at Sedan, the stage was set for the Armistice 
on 11 November. The Second Cavalry remained with the Army of Occupation in 
Germany at Koblenz until August 1919.  
 
 
 
The Inter-War Years: 
After its service in the Army of Occupation, the Regiment returned to the United States 
for duty at Fort Riley, Kansas. There it remained from 1919 to 1939, performing 
peacetime duties as a school training regiment. This Cavalry School prospered under the 
guidance of a host of visionary men destined to be general officers in World War II. The 
list includes such revered names as Patton, Truscott, Keyes, and Mattox, among many 
others. 
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At Fort Riley the Regiment experimented with the first armored cars, and in 1936, as 
more money became available for maneuvers, it participated in the first armored and 
cavalry maneuvers. In 1936 the Second Cavalry celebrated its first centennial, marking 
100 years of devoted service to the nation. In 1938, two armored regiments, the 1st and 
the 13th, and an augmentation of artillery and light airplanes joined the Regiment for 
maneuvers. Then, as now, the Regiment was leading the Army in the development of a 
combined arms organization and tactics.  
 
 

 

                                     

                                                         

 

 

 



 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 C. late 30’s early 40’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 24 

 

 

 

 

 

c. late 30’s early 40’s 



 25 

 

c. late 30’s early 40’s 

 



 26 

 
 

Last Cavalry Horse Is Historic Symbol 
The Pentagram News, Washington D.C. 

March 24, 1966 

Chief the last remaining government owned cavalry horse is currently in retirement at 
Ft.Riley, Kan. Though the days of the horse cavalry have long since passed, this horse 
remains on the Army rolls. 

Foaled In 1932, the bay entered the Army eight years later, exactly one year and 12 days 
prior to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. He was purchased at Fort Robinson, Neb., 
from L. A. Parker of Scottsbluff, Neb., for $183.00. 

He arrived at his cavalry post, Ft. Riley, Kan. on April 3, 1941, where he was assigned to 
the 10th Cavalry and later the 9th Cavalry. In June of 1942, Chief was transferred to the 
Cavalry School and remained on the post until his retirement. 

Perhaps the most amazing thing about the 34-year-old horse is his physical condition. 
According to the Post Veterinarian. Chief's physical condition is "excellent." He says that 
except for advanced age, Chief demonstrates no condition to indicate any trouble in the 
foreseeable future. 

About three years ago Chief was thin and lacking in energy. He carried his head low and 
his ears back. Then his diet was changed from the standard rations be had been receiving 
and the change has remarkable results. 

Every day Chief, now sleek and fat. is let out in a corral at the Ft. Riley Riding Club. 
After a first burst of running, he lies down and rolls in the sand. Then he springs to his 
feet, kicks up his heels and prances around the corral. Usually he stops to roll in the sand 
several more times before retiring to a shady corner to graze. 
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In recent years, Chief has become somewhat of a historical landmark at Ft. Riley. During 
the summer months several hundred visitors call at the Riding Stable to look at the 
animal. 

That Chief is the last of thousands is no idle statement. Illustrative of the number just 
prior to World War II, the Second Cavalry Division was activated at at Ft. Riley and 
during the early months of that conflict more than 6,000 head of horses were kept on 
post. 

At Ft. Riley is a monument commemorating the operation of the 26th Cavalry Regiment 
which was totally annihilated by the Japanese during engagements of Luzon and Bataan 
in the early moments of WW II. This was the last occasion that mounted horse cavalry 
was used in actual combat by the United States against the enemy. 

So the horse cavalry died. but Chief lives on.  In 1953 the number of retired mounts at Ft 
Riley decreased in number from 43 to 30 at the year's end. In 1954, the number declined 
to 11. In 1955, there were just five mounts left--two of whom were the most famous of 
cavalry horses--Gambler and Joe Louis. The other three were Flicka, Strollalong and 
Chief. All were geldings except Flicka, a mare. 

Now they are all gone. . . all except Chief. the last of thousands. He was a good cavalry 
mount, well liked and remembered by a few people who have known him for a long time. 
Chief is a real live reminder of the days of boots and saddles-- Custer and the 7th 
Cavalry, the great days of opening the American West. Chief was a Cavalry Horse. 

The 3rd Infantry (Old Guard) has 28 government owned horses, but they are ceremonial 
horses, used primarily for caisson-drawing, as mounts for caisson section leaders, or 
caparisoned horses for military funerals. 

 

                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

                 

           

       Full Height Riding Boot c.1938                          US Cavalry Class B Uniform c.1938 
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Pictured above are the weapons and weapon accessories carried by a cavalry 
trooper in 1941. At the top of the photograph is the M1 rifle lying on its saddle 

scabbard.. 

 

My father is unsure of his unit while stationed at Fort Riley. He recalls that the year 
was about 1938-1940 therefore based on the above timeline history one would assume 
that it was the 2nd Cavalry in which he served. There is reference to other units being 
stationed at the Fort at periods during the time frames he has given me…but…Dad 
says he was permanently billeted at Fort Riley therefore he could have only been in the 
2nd Cavalry or perhaps the 1st. I have interpreted the references to “other units” as 
meaning they were there for training.  
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Chapter Two 

Army Air Corps 

 

Panama Canal 1942  

 

Dad was stationed at Fort Kobbe/Howard Field in the Canal Zone about 1942. His unit 
was 24th fighter wing squadron…he was primarily assigned to the base for guard duty. 

There was a 23rd Tow Target Squadron at his station during his tour but Dad says that 
he was not attached to that outfit but was used from time to time to fill in for them. He 
recalls his trips up in a P-47 while towing targets for fighter planes to practice 
shooting.  It must be stated that he was not attached to the 23rd Tow Target Squadron. 
It seems he was befriended by an O-47 pilot and taken up as a crew member on several 
occasions. Dad remembers that they did a lot of wild maneuvering when performing 
this training evolution. I have enclosed a photograph of the patch of the 23rd Tow 
Target Squadron for information purposes. 

Dad was operated on at Gorgas Hospital and medically discharged due to a stomach 
ulcer. Dad also recollects having malaria while in Panama…a horrific fever was run 
and he was placed in bags of ice for 6 days. It was a near death experience that he will 
never forget. Gorgas was closed as a hospital in 1997 but remains functional as an 
oncology facility.  

In this section I will give a brief history of what is believed to be Dads troop transport 
USAT Alexander, first commissioned Amerika and built in Germany in 1905. I will 
also cover some material on his outfit… the 24th Fighter Squadron of which I think 
was attached to the 6th Air Force.  He states he was in the “Alexander or Alexandria” 
from what may have been (his memory is not too clear about the name of the ship or 
from where he departed) Mississippi to Panama in the 40’s. However, the only records 
I have been able to find reflect the Alexander was out of New Orleans and transported 
troops to Panama for a brief time before her Atlantic shuttles began. One might 
surmise that the Alexander picked up troops in Gulf Port Mississippi…not too far a 
trip from New Orleans and certainly a convenient port for a troop ship. Let us begin 
with a picture of a P-38 and the Alexander’s history. 
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P-38 Lightning 

P-38H-5-LO, AAF Ser. No. 42-66923, of the AAF 
Tactical Center, Orlando Army Air Base, Florida, 

carrying two 1,000 lb bombs during capability 
tests, March 1944 [1] 

Role Heavy fighter 

Manufacturer Lockheed 

Designed by Kelly Johnson 

First flight 27 January 1939 

Introduction 1941 

Retired 1965 Honduran Air Force 
[2] 

Primary users United States Army Air 
Forces 
Royal Air Force 
Free French Air Force 

Produced 1941–45 

Number built 10,037[3] 

Unit cost US$ 97,147 in 1944[4] 

Variants Lockheed XP-49 
Lockheed XP-58 
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Edmund B. Alexander (U.S. Army Transport, 1940-1957). 
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY -- NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER 
805 KIDDER BREESE SE -- WASHINGTON NAVY YARD 

WASHINGTON DC 20374-5060 

Edmund B. Alexander (U.S. Army Transport, 1940-1957). 
Originally Amerika (German Passenger Liner, 1905). 
Served as USS America (ID # 3006) in 1917-1919 and USAT America in 1919-1921 

In late 1940, as part of the National defense expansion undertaken in response to the 
Second World War, the thirty-five year old passenger liner America (formerly USS 
America (ID 3006) and USAT America) was reactivated for U.S. Army service. Renamed 
Edmund B. Alexander, she initially served as a barracks ship at St. John's, Newfoundland. 
After mid-1941 the ship was used as a transport in the Gulf of Mexico area and in May 
1942 entered a Baltimore, Maryland, shipyard to begin a major modernization. This 
work, completed in April 1943, gave her new, oil-fired boilers, greater speed, and a 
much-changed appearance. Edmund B. Alexander spent the rest of the World War II era 
making transport runs between the United States, North Africa and Europe. She 
continued her work with the Army into the post-war era, primarily carrying military 
dependents. Placed in reserve in May 1949, USAT Edmund B. Alexander was sold for 
scrapping in January 1957. 

This page features, and provides links to, all the views we have concerning the U.S. 
Army Transport Edmund B. Alexander. 



 33 

Photo #: 80-G-301393 
 
USAT Edmund B. Alexander (U.S. Army Transport) 
 
Underway near Boston Light, Massachusetts, 6 January 
1945. 
Photographed from a Squadron ZP-11 blimp. 
Completed in 1905 as the German passenger liner 
Amerika, this ship served as USS America during World 
War I. She was extensively modernized in 1942-1943. 
 
Official U.S. Navy Photograph, now in the collections of 
the National Archives. 
 
Reproductions of this image may also be available 
through the National Archives photographic 
reproduction system. 

   

Photo #: NH 104968 
 
USAT Edmund B. Alexander (U.S. Army Transport) 
 
In port, circa 1945-1946. 
Completed in 1905 as the German passenger liner 
Amerika, this ship served as USS America during 1917-
1919 and as USAT America in 1919-1920. She was 
extensively modernized, as seen here, in 1942-1943. 
 
Donation of Captain Stephen S. Roberts, USNR 
(Retired), 2007. 
 
U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph. 
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USAT Edmund B. Alexander 

 
 

USAT Edmund B. Alexander 

When the United States transferred 50 surplus destroyers to the British government in the 
destroyers for bases agreement during the summer of 1940, one of the acquisitions was 
Pepperrell Air Force Base at St. John's, Newfoundland but no barracks existed at St. 
John's for troops, so an interim solution had to be provided. 

As a result, in October 1940, America was towed to Baltimore, Maryland, to undergo 
rehabilitation in the Bethlehem Steel Company yard. Earmarked for use as a floating 
barracks, the ship would provide quarters for 1,200 troops — the garrison for the new 
base at St. John's. Still a coal-burner, the ship could only make a shadow of her former 
speed — 10 knots. 

With the ship's new role came a new name. Possibly to avoid confusion with the liner 
America, then building at Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, her 
name was changed to Edmund B. Alexander, in keeping with the Army's policy of 
naming its oceangoing transports for famous general officers. This name honored 
Edmund Brooke Alexander. 

Ready for her new duties by January 1941, Edmund B. Alexander sailed for 
Newfoundland, escorted by Coast Guard Cutter Duane. She remained there, a floating 
barracks, until quarters to house the troops had been constructed on shore. At that time, 
June 1941, she returned to New York. 

 

Below is the only information I have been able to find to substantiate Dads comment 
about his memory of a  Alexandria or Alexander “cattle boat” that took him to Panama. 

Extensive repairs in the yards of the Atlantic Basin Iron Works followed. The ship 
operated briefly between New Orleans and the Panama Canal Zone. Subsequently 
ordered to Baltimore in May 1942, Edmund B. Alexander spent almost a year undergoing 
a major facelift, as well as internal work. During the overhaul, she acquired a single 
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funnel, replacing the two, and was converted to burn fuel oil instead of coal. Most 
importantly, she could now turn up the speed she used to make; 17 knots. 

Edmund B. Alexander carried troops between New York and the European and 
Mediterranean theaters for the remainder of World War II. Altered during February and 
March 1946 to carry military dependents (904 adults—possibly war brides—and 314 
children) back from Europe, she performed such duty for the next three years and was 
placed in reserve at Hawkins Point, Maryland, on 26 May 1949. Taken thence on 28 
January 1951 to lay-up in the Hudson River, Edmund B. Alexander remained there for 
almost six more years. 

This time the call back to active service never sounded. The ship was sold to the 
Bethlehem Steel Company of Baltimore, on 16 January 1957 and was broken up under 
the scrapper's torch a short time later. 

Source 

• This article includes text from the public domain Dictionary of American Naval 
Fighting Ships. The entry can be found here.  

• http://www.greatoceanliners.net/amerika.html  
• http://www.maritimematters.com/amerika.html  

References 

• http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Amerika14April1912.JPG  

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_America_(ID-3006)" 
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USS America (ID-3006) 

USS America (ID-3006) was a troop transport for the United States Navy during World 
War I. She was launched in 1905 as SS Amerika by Harland and Wolff in Belfast for the 
Hamburg America Line of Germany. As a passenger liner, she sailed primarily between 
Hamburg and New York. On 14 April 1912, Amerika transmitted a wireless message 
about icebergs near the same area where RMS Titanic struck one and sank less than 24 
hours later. At the outset of World War I, Amerika was interned at Boston rather than 
risking seizure by the British Royal Navy. 

Upon the entry of the United States into the war, Amerika was seized and placed under 
control of the United States Shipping Board (USSB). Later transferred to the U.S. Navy 
for use as a troop transport, she was initially commissioned as USS Amerika with 
Identification Number 3006 (ID-3006), but her name was soon Anglicized to America. 
As America she transported almost 40,000 troops to France. She sank at her mooring in 
New York in 1918, but was soon raised and reconditioned. After the Armistice, America 
transported over 51,000 troops back home from Europe. In 1919, she was handed over to 
the War Department for use by the United States Army as USAT America, under whose 
control she remained until 1920. 

Returned to the USSB in 1920, America was initially assigned to the United States Mail 
Steamship Company, and later, after that company’s demise, to United States Lines, for 
whom she plied the North Atlantic on Bremen to New York routes. In March 1926, due 
to a tragic oil leak from inside the ship, near the end of one of her periodic refits, America 
suffered a fire that raged for seven hours and burned nearly all of her passenger cabins. 
Despite almost $2,000,000 in damage, the ship was rebuilt and back in service by the 
following year. In April 1931, America ended her service for the United States Lines and 
was laid up for almost nine years. 

In October 1940, America was reactivated for the U.S. Army and renamed USAT 
Edmund B. Alexander. After a stint as a barracks ship at St. John's, Newfoundland, the 
Alexander was refitted for use as a troopship for World War II  duty. She was first placed 
on a New Orleans to Panama route, but later transferred to trooping between New York 
and European ports. At the end of the war, Edmund B. Alexander was converted to carry 
military dependents, remaining in that service until 1949. She was placed in reserve until 
sold for scrapping in January 1957. 
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SS Amerika 

Amerika — a steel-hulled, twin-screw, steam passenger liner— was launched on 20 April 
1905 at Belfast, Northern Ireland, by the noted shipbuilding firm of Harland and Wolff, 
Ltd. Built for the Hamburg America Line, the steamer entered transatlantic service in the 
autumn of 1905, when she departed Hamburg on 11 October, bound for the United 
States. A slightly larger sister ship, Kaiserin Auguste Victoria was being built at the same 
time at Hamburg and would remain the largest ship in the world until the Lusitania. 
Easily one of the most luxurious passenger vessels to sail the seas, Amerika entered upper 
New York Bay on 20 October, reaching the Hamburg America piers at Hoboken, New 
Jersey, in mid-afternoon. Some 2,000 people turned out to watch her as she was moored 
near her consorts at the Hamburg America Line which were bedecked in colorful bunting 
in nearby slips. 

Lavishly decorated throughout, Amerika boasted of a couple of unique shipboard 
features; an electric passenger elevator, and an a-la-carte restaurant which, from early 
morning to midnight, offered a variety of dishes to delight the discriminating gourmet. 

From 1905 to 1914, Amerika plied the North Atlantic trade routes touching at Cherbourg, 
France, while steaming between Hamburg and New York. Toward the end of that period, 
her itinerary was altered so that the ship also called at Boulougne, France, and 
Southhampton, England. On 14 April 1912, a ship's officer sent a telegram message to 
the Hydrographic Office in Washington, D.C. reporting that the ship "passed two large 
icebergs in 41 27N 50 8W on the 14th of April" signed "Knutp, 10;51p[m]". This 
message was, coincidentally, relayed by the Marconi operator on Titanic to the station at 
Cape Race because the transmitter of Amerika was not powerful enough to reach Cape 
Race directly. 

Amerika was responsible for the accidental loss of British submarine B2 by collision 
4 nautical miles (7.4 km) northeast of Dover in the early hours of 4 October 1912. 

The eruption of fighting at the outset of World War I caught Amerika at Boston, where 
she was preparing to sail for home. Although due to leave port on 1 August 1914, 
Amerika stayed at Boston to avoid capture by the Royal Navy. She remained there 
through almost three years of United States neutrality. 
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USS America 

After the United States entered World War I on 6 April 1917, Amerika remained inactive 
until seized by deputies under the orders of John A. Donald, the Commissioner of the 
United States Shipping Board (USSB), on 25 July 1917. Upon inspecting the liner, 
American agents found her filthy and discovered that her crew had sabotaged certain 
elements of the ship's engineering plant. Nevertheless, with her officers and men detained 
on Deer Island, Amerika was earmarked by the United States Navy for service in the 
Cruiser and Transport Force as a troop transport. Given the identification number 3006, 
she was placed in commission as USS Amerika (ID-3006) at 08:00 on 6 August 1917, at 
the Boston Navy Yard with Lieutenant Commander Frederick L. Oliver in temporary 
command. Ten days later, Captain George C. Day arrived on board and assumed 
command. 

Over the ensuing weeks, the ship's force of workmen swarmed over the ship, converting 
her into a troopship. While this work was in progress, Secretary of the Navy Josephus 
Daniels promulgated General Order No. 320, changing the names of several ex-German 
ships on 1 September 1917. Amerika became the less Teutonic America. 

The major part of her conversion and repair work having been completed by late 
September, America ran a six-hour trial outside of Boston Harbor on the morning of 29 
September. The ship managed to make three more revolutions than she had ever made 
before. The completion of these trials proved to be a milestone in the reconditioning of 
the former German ships, for America was the last to be readied for service in the 
American Navy. 

On 18 October 1917, America departed the Boston Navy Yard and, two days later, 
arrived at Hoboken, New Jersey, which would be the port of embarkation for all of her 
wartime voyages carrying doughboys to Europe. There, she loaded coal and cargo; 
received a brief visit from Rear Admiral Albert Gleaves, the commander of the Cruiser-
Transport Force; and took on board her first contingent of troops. Completing the 
embarkation on the afternoon of 29 October, America sailed for France on the morning of 
31 October, in company with the transports Mount Vernon, Von Steuben, Agamemnon, 
the armored cruiser North Carolina, and destroyers Terry and Duncan. 

For more than a week, the passage was uneventful. Then, on the 7 November, Von 
Steuben struck Agamemnon while zig-zagging. As America’s war history states: "The 
excitement caused by the collision of these great ships was greatly increased when the 
Von Steuben sent out a signal that a submarine was sighted." The ships in the convoy 
dispersed as if on signal, only to draw together in formation once more when the "enemy" 
failed to materialize. All vessels resumed their stations—all, that is, except Von Steuben 
whose bow was open to the sea from the damage suffered in the collision. Even the 
crippled transport rejoined the convoy the following afternoon. Met on 12 November off 
the coast of France by an escort consisting of converted American yachts and French 
airplanes and destroyers, the convoy reached safe haven at Brest, America's only wartime 
port of debarkation. She dropped her anchor at 11:15 and began discharging the soldiers. 
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Underway again on 29 November, the ship returned to the United States, in convoy, 
reaching Hoboken on 10 December. She then remained pier side through Christmas and 
New Year's Day and headed for France again on 4 January 1918, carrying 3,838 troops 
and 4,100 tons of cargo. The following day, she fell in with the transport Mercury, and 
armored cruiser Seattle, her escort for the crossing. Except for the after control station 
personnel reporting a torpedo track crossing in the ship's wake on 17 January—shortly 
before the transport reached Brest—this voyage was uneventful. 

America arrived at Hampton Roads, Virginia, on 6 February and the next day entered the 
Norfolk Navy Yard for repairs and alterations. At this time, the ship received an 
additional pair of 6-inch (150 mm) guns to augment her main battery. 

Troop ship duty continued: 

• Left Hoboken 27 February 1918 with 3,877 troops, accompanied by Agamemnon 
and Mount Vernon, arrived at Brest on 10 March.  

• Left Brest 17 March 1918 with French naval personnel (4 officers, 10 petty 
officers, 77 men), arrived 10 days later.  

• Left Hoboken 6 April with 3,877 troops, joined Great Northern on the 8th and 
Agamemnon on the 12th, made port 15 April.  

• A week later, after disembarking her charges, the transport took on board the 
survivors from the American munitions ship, Florence H, which had exploded at 
Quiberon Bay five days before, and sailed for the United States. Entered the 
Hudson River on 1 May.  

• Sailed a week later, joined on 10 May by George Washington, De Kalb, coming 
from Newport News, Virginia. Shortly after 03:00 on 18 May, four men sighted 
what appeared to be a periscope some 50 yards from the ship, but it vanished. 
Arrived in Brest later that day.  

• Sailed for the United States on 21 May at 15:50, accompanied by George 
Washington, De Kalb, and a coastal escort of destroyers. Escort attacked a 
suspected submarine four hours out then continued. Escort left convoy after 22:00 
on 22 May. De Kalb fell behind the next day, and America steamed alone on 25 
May. Reached Hoboken four days later.  

• Left Hoboken 10 June with 5,305 troops, accompanied by Agamemnon, Mount 
Vernon, and Orizaba. Joined near Europe by coastal escort eight days later, 
reached Brest 19 June.  

• Left Brest 23 June accompanied by Orizaba, parted company three days later, 
arrived at Hoboken on 1 July.  

During the brief respite that followed, America briefly received Rear Admiral Albert 
Gleaves on board and was painted in a dazzle camouflage pattern designed to obscure the 
ship's lines, a pattern that she would wear for the remainder of her days as a wartime 
transport. 

Late on 9 July, America sailed on the seventh of her voyages to Europe for the Navy. Just 
before midnight on the 14th, while the convoy steamed through a storm that limited 
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visibility severely, a stranger, SS Instructor, unwittingly wandered into the formation and 
ran afoul of America. In spite of attempts at radical course changes by both ships, 
America struck the intruder near the break of her poop deck and sheared off her stern 
which sank almost immediately. America's swing threw the wreck of Instructor clear, 
allowing it to pass down the transport's port side without touching before it sank less than 
10 minutes later. America stopped briefly to search for survivors, but the danger of 
lurking U-boats limited the pause to the most abbreviated of durations, and the storm 
added other obstacles. As a result, America succeeded in rescuing only the 11 Instructor 
crewmen who managed to man a lifeboat. Tragically, the exigencies of war forced 
America to abandon the other 31 to their fate. A court of inquiry held at Brest on 18 July, 
soon after America arrived there, exonerated her captain from any blame with regard to 
the sad incident. 
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America arrives Boston Harbor, 5 April 1919, with the 26th Army Division aboard. 

Fortunately, since the brush with Instructor had caused but minor damage to America, the 
transport was still able to carry out her mission. After embarking passengers for the 
return trip, she got underway on 25 July in company with Matsonia, Manchuria, Aeolus, 
Sierra, Martha Washington, Powhatan, and SS Patria. Upon parting from these ships 
three days later, America raced on alone and reached Hoboken on the evening of 3 
August. 

Her eighth voyage began on 18 August with America's sailing in company with George 
Washington and Von Steuben. She reached Brest on the 27th, discharged her troops, and 
embarked the usual mix of passengers. On this trip, she took on board 171 army officers, 
165 army enlisted men, 18 French nuns, 10 YMCA secretaries, a Red Cross official and 
two nurses, two civilians and two sailors before sailing on 30 August. One of the civilians 
was the distinguished conductor Walter Damrosch who, at the request of General John J. 
Pershing, commanding general of the American Expeditionary Force (AEF), was 
entrusted the mission of reorganizing the bands of the Army, and had founded a school 
for bandmasters at the general headquarters of the AEF at Chaumont, France. 

America parted from George Washington and Von Steuben on 2 September and reached 
the Boston Navy Yard on the 7th. Following drydocking, voyage repairs, and the 
embarkation of another contingent of troops, she arrived at Hoboken on the morning of 
the 17th. Three days later, she cleared the port, in company with Agamemnon, bound for 
France on her ninth transatlantic voyage cycle. 

Influenza epidemic 

By this time, an influenza epidemic was raging in the United States and Europe and had 
taken many lives. From its first appearance, special precautions had been taken on board 
America to protect both her ship's company and passengers. The sanitary measures had 
succeeded in keeping all in the ship healthy. However, this group of soldiers—who had 
come on board at Boston where the epidemic had been raging—brought the flu with 
them. As a result, 997 cases of flu and pneumonia occurred among the embarked soldiers 
during the passage to France, while 56 cases broke out among the 940 men in the crew. 
Before the transport completed the round-trip voyage and arrived back at Hoboken, New 
Jersey, 53 soldiers and 2 sailors had died on board. This comparatively low death rate 
(some ships lost considerably more men) can be attributed to the efforts of the ship's 
doctors and corpsmen, as well as the embarked units' medical personnel. Forty-two of the 
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53 deaths among the troops occurred during the time the ship lay at anchor at Brest from 
29 September to 2 October. 

The day after reaching home, America commenced coaling and loading stores in 
preparation for her 10th voyage and completed the task at 02:25 on 15 October. In 
addition, the ship was thoroughly fumigated to rid her of influenza germs. By that time, 
all troops had been embarked and the ship loaded, ready to sail for France soon 
thereafter. 

Sinking and salvage 

 
 

Salvage efforts under way on the USS America 

At 04:45, America, without warning, began listing to port and kept heeling over as water 
entered through the coaling ports which were still open although the fueling evolution 
had been completed over two hours before. Soon after the ship began listing, the general 
alarm was sounded throughout the ship. In the troop spaces, the urgent sound of that 
alarm awakened the sleeping soldiers who sought egress from their compartments. 
Soldiers and sailors both streamed up ladders topside; others jumped for safety on the 
coal barges, still alongside, or down cargo nets to the dock. Sentries on deck fired their 
rifles in the air as they sought to warn their comrades on board. 

Commander Edward C. S. Baker, the executive officer, in the absence of Captain Zeno E. 
Briggs whose wife was seriously ill, directed Lieutenant John G. M. Stone, the gunnery 
officer, to clear the lower compartments. Stone was credited with leading to safety many 
soldiers and sailors who had been blindly plunging through various compartments (the 
flooding of the engine rooms had put the lights out aboard the ship) seeking some means 
of escape. 
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The damaged port side of the USS America 

Rear Admiral Gleaves arrived at the dock soon after the ship sank, the water covering her 
main deck, to see personally what had happened to one of the largest transports in the 
Cruiser-Transport Force. Before the day was out, a court of inquiry began meeting to 
determine what had happened. Over the ensuing days, salvage efforts continued, 
including the removal of guns, cargo, and other equipment, as well as the search for the 
six men unaccounted for at muster. Eventually, the bodies of all, four soldiers and two 
sailors, were recovered. Divers worked continuously, closing open ports (almost all on 
"G" deck had been left open to allow the air to be cleared of the smell of disinfectants 
that had been used to cleanse and fumigate the compartments). She was raised and 
refloated on 21 November 1918, 10 days after the armistice was signed ending World 
War I. On 16 December, America was towed by 10 tugboats to the New York Navy Yard 
where she remained undergoing the extensive repairs occasioned by her sinking, well into 
February 1919. 

While unable to determine definitely what had caused the sinking, the court of inquiry 
posited that water had entered the ship through open ports on "G" deck. An unofficial 
opinion held by some officers in the case maintained that the listing of the ship had been 
caused by mud suction, that the ship, to some extent, had been resting on the bottom, and 
that, when the tide rose, one side was released before the other. 

After the war 

Foreshadowing the Magic-Carpet operations which would follow World War II, a 
massive effort was made after the armistice to return the veterans of the American 
Expeditionary Force to the United States. America participated in this effort which 
commenced on 21 February when the ship sailed for Brest, France, and concluded on 15 
September. Between that time, the transport made eight round-trip voyages to Brest. The 
western terminus was Hoboken, New Jersey for seven voyages and Boston, 
Massachusetts for the other. Among the 46,823 passengers whom she brought back from 
France was Benedict Crowell, the Assistant Secretary of War who was embarked in the 
ship during her last voyage as a Navy transport. 
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USAT America 

On 22 September 1919, shortly after America completed that voyage, the Chief of the 
Army Transportation Service (ATS), Brigadier General Frank T. Hines, General Staff, 
U.S. Army, contacted the Navy, expressing the Army's desire to acquire America and 
Mount Vernon ". . . to transport certain passengers from Europe to the United States." 
Four days later, America was decommissioned while alongside Pier 2, Hoboken, and 
transferred to the War Department. Capt. J. Ford, ATS, simultaneously assumed 
command of the ship. 

 
 

USAT America 1919 

USAT America conducted two more voyages between Hoboken and Brest. Trouble 
highlighted her second voyage under the Army colors. An unruly crew at Brest on 4 
December 1919 prompted Capt. Ford to appeal to the colonel commanding Base Section 
Number Five, at Brest, for an armed guard, fearing mutiny. Apparently, the Army matter 
was resolved, for the ship reached Hoboken five days before Christmas 1919. 

On 20 December, the day America was scheduled to arrive at the port of debarkation, 
arrangements were made to turn America and two other Army transports, President 
Grant and George Washington, over to the USSB for operation while they were being 
carried on the roll of the Army Transport Reserve. However, before the year 1919 was 
out, events in a faraway land caused a temporary change in this plan. 

A glance back at developments on the Eastern Front during World War I may clarify the 
transport's new mission. When it mobilized for war, the Austria-Hungarian Empire 
conscripted countless Czechs. Upon reaching the front, these men, long restive under 
Austrian rule, deserted in droves and then were organized by Russian officers to fight 
their former masters. However, the war sapped away the strength of the Russian 
government more rapidly than it weakened those of the other belligerents and thus 
encouraged rebellion. One revolution early in 1917 toppled the Czar and a second in the 
Autumn placed a Bolshevik regime in power. The communist leaders quickly negotiated 
with Germany the treaty of Brest-Litovsk which took Russia out of the war and allowed 
the Central Powers to concentrate their resources on the Western Front. 
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This development left the Czech Legion—some 40,000 strong— stranded in Russia with 
hostile forces separating it from its still oppressed homeland. Allied leaders hoped to use 
these dedicated and highly disciplined fighting men to bolster their own embattled troops 
on the Western Front and encouraged the Czechs to move east on the Trans-Siberian 
Railroad to Vladivostok where they could be embarked in transports for passage to 
France. 

However, before this could be accomplished, the Czechs, who had tried to remain aloof 
from Russia's internal struggles, incurred the hostility and opposition of the Bolsheviks 
and found themselves involuntarily embroiled in the Russian Civil War as something of a 
rallying point for various counterrevolutionary forces. Moreover, prior to the armistice, 
some factions within the Allied Powers hoped that the Czechs might be used to reopen 
the fighting on the Eastern front against the Central Powers. As a result, some two 
tempestuous years passed before the entire Czech Legion finally assembled at 
Vladivostok ready for evacuation. 

On 30 December 1919, a representative of the War Department contacted the Office of 
the Chief of Naval Operations stating that Army transports America and President Grant 
"were to go on a long secret trip as soon as possible." He emphasized the urgency of the 
situation and requested that the New York Navy Yard give the highest priority to 
repairing the two transports for sea. The Navy carried out the repairs, including dry-
docking, at top speed and completed the work by 21 January 1920. Two days later, 
America shifted to Hoboken and sailed for the Pacific on 30 January. 

America reached San Francisco on 16 February and remained there a week before 
clearing the Golden Gate on the 23d. Sailing via Cavite, in the Philippines (where she 
tarried from 15 to 23 March), and Nagasaki, Japan, America reached Vladivostok soon 
thereafter. 

While the transport had been on her way to the Russian Far Eastern port, the situation in 
Russia had deteriorated markedly. Bolshevik armies had driven the White Russian forces 
back into Siberia, and the collapse of the White government, headed by Admiral 
Alexander Kolchak, sounded the death knell of the western attempt to intervene in the 
Civil War. By the time the ship arrived at Vladivostok, the evacuation of the Czech 
Legion was well underway. Adding to the number of people to be transported were the 
several hundred wives and children of Czech soldiers, since some 1,600 men had married 
during the period of the "Czech Anabasis" in Russia. By 20 May, the last of the Czech 
troops had arrived in Vladivostok. Five days later, the United States consul in that port 
estimated that some 13,200 remained to be repatriated in the five or six remaining 
transports, which included America. Ultimately, Thomas and America reached Trieste on 
8 August, disembarking their contingents of Czechs without incident. 
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SS America 

 
 

Photo of SS America (1907) 

For America, further service awaited with the United States Lines. Reconditioned to 
resume her place in the transatlantic passenger trade, she commenced her maiden voyage 
as an American passenger liner on 22 June 1921, sailing for Bremen, Germany, with 
stops at Plymouth, England, and Cherbourg, France, en route. 

For the next 11 years, America plied the Atlantic, ranking third only in size to the United 
States Lines' ships Leviathan and George Washington—the latter running mate from the 
Cruiser-Transport Force days. On two occasions, America figured in the headlines. 

Fire and rescue 

The first occurred on 10 March 1926, as the ship lay moored in the yard of the Newport 
News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company in Newport News, Virginia awaiting final 
trials after being reconditioned. A fire broke out on board only a day before she was to be 
returned to her owner. The fire burned for seven hours and eventually consumed most of 
the passenger cabins as it swept the ship nearly from stem to stern, causing an estimated 
$2,000,000 worth of damage. 

The second newsworthy incident began on 22 January 1929 when America—then 
commanded by Captain George Fried—was steaming from France to New York. As she 
battled her way through a major storm, the liner picked up distress signals from the 
Italian steamship, Florida. Guided by her radio direction finder, the American ship 
homed in on the Italian and, late the following afternoon, finally sighted the endangered 
vessel through light snow squalls. Taking a position off Florida's weather beam, America 
lowered her number one lifeboat, commanded by her Chief Officer, Harry Manning, with 
a crew of eight men. 

After the boat had been rowed to within 50 feet of the listing Florida, Manning had a line 
thrown across to the eager crew of the distressed freighter One by one, the 32 men from 
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the Italian ship came across the rope. By the time the last of them, the ship's captain, had 
been dragged on board the pitching lifeboat, the winds had reached gale force, with 
violent snow and rain squalls, with a high, rough, sea running. Then, via ladders, ropes, 
cargo nets, and two homemade breeches buoys, sailors on board America brought up 
Florida's survivors, until all 32 were safe and sound. Finally, they pulled their shipmates 
from the rescue party back on board. Chief Officer Manning was brought up last. Captain 
Fried felt that it was highly dangerous to attempt to hoist the number one lifeboat on 
board and, rather than risk lives, ordered it cut adrift. 

Inactivated 

In 1931 and 1932, after two modern ships, Washington and SS Manhattan, had been 
added to the fleet of the United States Lines, America was laid up at Point Patience, 
Maryland, on the Patuxent River, along with her consorts of days gone by — George 
Washington, Agamemnon, and Mount Vernon, all veterans of the old Cruiser-Transport 
Force. For the next eight years, America lay in reserve, as she awaited the call back to  
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Chapter Three 

The Command 

6th US Army Air Force 

 

P-40 Warhawk 
Tomahawk / Kittyhawk 

 

 

6th Air Force Patch 
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An overview of 6th Air Force in World War II the 24th Fighter Squadron, and the USAF 
Southern Command 

 
 

The Unit 

XXVI Fighter Squadron Emblem 

 

XXVI Fighter Command 

Active 1942–1946 

Country United States 

Branch United States Army Air Force 

Role Command and Control 

The XXVI Fighter Command is an inactive United States Air Force unit. Its last 
assignment was with Sixth Air Force, based at Albrook Field, Canal Zone. It was 
inactivated on 25 August 1946. Constituted as XXVI Interceptor Command on 28 Feb 
1942. Activated in the Panama Canal Zone on 6 Mar 1942. Assigned to Sixth AF. 
Redesignated XXVI Fighter Command in May 1942. Engaged in patrol operations in the 
defense of the Panama Canal. Inactivated on 25 Aug 1946. Disbanded on 8 Oct 1948. 

Groups. 16th: 1942-1943. 32d: 1942-1943. 37th: 1943. 53d: 1942. 

Stations. Albrook Field, CZ, 6 Mar 1942-25 Aug 1946. 

Commanders. Brig Gen Adlai H Gilkeson, 6 Mar 1942; Brig Gen Russell E Randall, 17 
Aug 1942; Col Willis R Taylor, 16 Oct 1943; Col Robert T Cronau, 15 Jun 1945-unkn. 

Campaigns. American Theater. 

Decorations. None. 
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History 

Lineage 

• Constituted as XXVI Interceptor Command on 28 Feb 1942  

Activated on 6 Mar 1942  
Redesignated: XXVI Fighter Command on 1 May 1942  
Inactivated on 25 Aug 1946  
Disbanded on 8 Oct 1948  

Assignments 

• 6 Air Force 6 Mar 1942  

Redesignated: Sixth Air Force on 18 Sep 1942-25 Aug 1946  

Stations 

• Albrook Field, Canal Zone, 6 Mar 1942-25 Aug 1946  

Units Assigned 

• 16th Fighter Group, 6 Mar 1942-1 Nov 1943  
• 32d Fighter Group, 18 Sep 1942-1 Nov 1943  
• 37th Fighter Group, 18 Sep 1942-1 Nov 1943  
• 53d Fighter Group, 1 Jan-10 Nov 1943  

• 24th Fighter Squadron, 1 Nov 1943-25 Aug 1945  
• 28th Fighter Squadron, 1 Nov 1943-25 Aug 1945  
• 29th Fighter Squadron, 1 Nov 1943-8 Apr 1944  
• 30th Fighter Squadron, 1 Nov 1943-25 Aug 1945  
• 31st Fighter Squadron, 1 Nov 1943-8 Apr 1944  
• 43d Fighter Squadron, 1 Nov 1943-25 Aug 1945  
• 51st Fighter Squadron, 1 Nov 1943-25 Aug 1945  

Operational History 

Engaged in antisubmarine operations from the Canal Zone 

References 

 This article incorporates public domain material from websites or documents of the Air 
Force Historical Research Agency. 
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• Maurer, Maurer (1983). Air Force Combat Units Of World War II. Maxwell AFB, 
Alabama: Office of Air Force History. ISBN 0892010924. 

History 

Heraldry 

A leaping tiger in the proper colors. (Approved 15 Feb 1924) 

Lineage 

• Organized as 19th Aero Squadron in early Jun 1917  

Redesignated: 24th Aero Squadron on 14 Jun 1917  
Demobilized on 1 Oct 1919  

• Reconstituted and consolidated (1924) with 24th Squadron which was authorized 
on 30 Aug 1921.  

Organized on 1 Oct 1921.  
Redesignated: 24th Pursuit Squadron on 25 Jan 1923  
Redesignated: 24th Pursuit Squadron (Interceptor) on 6 Dec 1939  
Redesignated: 24th Fighter Squadron on 15 May 1942  
Inactivated on 15 Oct 1946.  

Assignments 

• Unknown, Jun 1917-Sep 1918  
• First Army Observation Group, Sep 1918-Apr 1919  
• Unknown, Apr-1 Oct 1919  
• Second Corps Area, 1 Oct 1921  
• Panama Canal Department, 30 Apr 1922  
• 6th Observation (later Composite) Group, assigned on 27 May 1922, and attached 

on 8 May 1929  
• 20th Pursuit Group  

Attached to 6th Composite Group), 15 Nov 1930  

• 3d Attack Wing  

Attached to: 6th Composite Group, 16 Jun 1932  
Attached to: 16th Pursuit (later Fighter) Group, 1 Dec 1932  

• *XXVI Fighter Command, 1 Nov 1943  
• 6th Fighter Wing, 25 Aug-15 Oct 1946.  
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Stations 

• San Antonio, Texas, Jun-28 Dec 
1917  

• Wye, England, 31 Jan 1918 (flights 
at Sedgeford and Wyton; flight at 
London Colney to 7 Mar 1918 and 
thereafter at Croyden)  

• Norborough, England, 1 May-ii Jul 
1918  

• St Maixent, France, 22 Jul 1918  
• Ourches, France, 6 Aug 1918  
• Gondreville-sur-Moselle, France, 22 

Aug 1918  
• Vavincourt, France, 22 Sep 1918 

(detachment operated from Souilly, 
9-18 Oct 1918, 27 Oct-6 Nov 1918)  

• Weissenthurm, Germany, 7 May-14 
Jul 1919  

• Mitchel Field, New York, c. 2 Aug 
1919  

• Park Field, Tennessee, Aug-1 Oct 
1919  

• Mitchel Field, New York, 1 Oct 
1921-22 Apr 1922  

• France Field, Canal Zone, 30 Apr 
1922  

• Albrook Field, Canal Zone, 26 Oct 
1932  

• La Chorrera Field, Panama, 15 Mar 
1942  

• Albrook Field, Canal Zone, Sep 
1942  

• La Chorrera Field, Panama, 10 Jan 
1943  

• Albrook Field, Canal Zone, 28 May 
1943  

• Howard Field, Canal Zone, 9 Jun 
1943  

• Madden Field, Panama, 8 Mar 1944  
• France Field, Canal Zone, 15 Aug 

1944-15 Oct 1946.  

Aircraft 

• In addition to Salmson 2, 1918-1919, 
included DH-4, 1918-1919, and 
Spad XIII, 1919  

• Included Fokker D–VII during 
period 1921-1922  

• Included DH-4, SE-5, MB-3, and 
PW-9, during period 1922-1930  

• Boeing P-12, 1930-1939  
• P-26 Peashooter, 1938-1939  

• P-36 Hawk, 1936-1942  
• P-39 Aircobra, 1942-1943, 1944-

1945  
• P-70 (A-20 Havoc), 1942-1943  
• P-40 Warhawk, 1943-1944  
• P-38 Lightning, 1945-1946  
• P-47 Thunderbolt, 1946.  

Operational History 

Combat as observation unit with First Army, 12 Sep–10 Nov 1918; served with II Army 
Corps as part of occupation forces, May–Jul 1919. Good-will flight to Guatemala, 7-12 
Feb 1938. Air defense for the Panama Canal, 1922-1946. 

References 
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This article incorporates public domain material from websites or documents of the Air 
Force Historical Research Agency. 

Maurer, Maurer (1983). Air Force Combat Units Of World War II. Maxwell AFB, 
Alabama: Office of Air Force History. ISBN 0892010924 
 
Note: 

*The XXVI Fighter Command is an inactive United States Air Force unit. Its last 
assignment was with Sixth Air Force, based at Albrook Field, Canal Zone. It was 
inactivated on 25 August 1946. 
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Dads Target Towing Plane  

North American 0-47 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O-47 

An O-47B at National Museum of 
the United States Air Force 

Role Observation 

Manufacturer North American 
Aviation 

Introduced 1934 

Primary user United States 
Army Air Corps 

Number built 239[1] 
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The North American O-47 was an observation fixed-wing aircraft monoplane used by the 
United States Army Air Corps. It had a low-wing configuration, retractable landing gear 
and a three-blade propeller. 

  
 

A "red force" O-47B during manoeuvers in 1941. 

The O-47 was developed as a replacement for the Thomas-Morse O-19 and Douglas O-
38 observation biplanes. It was larger and heavier than most preceding observation 
aircraft and its crew of three sat in tandem under the long canopy. Windows in the deep 
belly overcame the obstacle that the wings presented to downward observation and 
photography. The design for the XO-47 prototype originated in 1934 with General 
Aviation, a subsidiary of North American Aviation, as the GA-15[2]. The Air Corps 
ordered 174 O-47s in 1937 to 1938, 93 of which were assigned to National Guard units. 
In 1938, the Army ordered 74 O-47Bs with a redesigned engine cowling for better 
cooling, a more powerful engine, and improved radio equipment. 

Training maneuvers in 1941 demonstrated the shortcomings of the O-47. Light airplanes 
proved more capable of operating with ground troops, while fighters and twin-engine 
bombers showed greater ability to perform recon and photo duties. Thus, O-47s during 
World War II, except for those caught at overseas bases by the Japanese attacks, were 
relegated to such duties as towing targets, coastal patrol, and anti-submarine patrol[3]. 
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Variants 

XO-47  
one built, serial number 36-145 in Dundalk, Maryland, 850 hp (634 kW) Wright 
R-1820-41 engine[1]  

O-47A  
164 built in Inglewood California, Wright R-1820-49 engine  

O-47B  
74 built, minor improvements and a 1,060 hp (790 kW) Wright R-1820-57 engine 
installed[3], plus an extra 50 gallon fuel tank[1]  

Operators 

 United States  

• United States Army Air Corps  

 Survivors 

• O-47B (s/n 39-112) is on display in the Early Years Gallery of the National 
Museum of the United States Air Force at Wright-Patterson AFB near Dayton, 
Ohio. This O-47B was acquired in 1978 from Loren L. Florey Jr., of Eden Prairie, 
Minnesota. The 179th Consolidated Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Ohio Air 
National Guard, located in Mansfield, Ohio, restored the aircraft. It is displayed in 
the markings of an O-47A belonging to the 112th Observation Squadron of the 
Ohio National Guard.  

Specifications (0-47A) 

Data from "United States Military Aircraft Since 1909" [3] 

General characteristics 

• Crew: three  
• Length: 33 ft 7 in (10.24 m)  
• Wingspan: 46 ft 4 in (14.1 m)  
• Height: 12 ft 2 in (3.7 m)  
• Wing area: 350 ft2 (32.5 m2)  
• Empty weight: 5,980 lb (2,712.5 kg)  
• Loaded weight: 7,636 lb (3,463.6 kg)  
• Powerplant: 1× Wright R-1820-49 radial, 975 hp (727 kW)  
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Performance 

• Maximum speed: 221 mph (355.7 km/h)  
• Cruise speed: 200 mph (322 km/h)  
• Range: 840 miles (1,352 km)  
• Service ceiling: 23,200 ft (7,071 m)  
• Rate of climb: 1,470.8 ft/min (448.3 m/min)  

 

Armament 

• 1 × fixed forward-firing .30-cal (7.62 mm) machine gun (200 rounds) in wing  
• 1 × flexible .30-cal (7.62 mm) machine gun (600 rounds) in rear cockpit  

References 

1. c "U.S. Army Aircraft 1908-1946" by James C. Fahey, 1946, 64pp.  
2. "The Complete Encyclopedia of World Aircraft" cover Editors: Paul Eden & 

Soph Moeng, (Amber Books Ltd. Bradley's Close, 74-77 White Lion Street, 
London, NI 9PF, 2002, ISBN 0-7607-3432-1), 1152 pp.  

3. "United States Military Aircraft Since 1909" by F. G. Swanborough & Peter M. 
Bowers (Putnam New York, ISBN 085177816X) 1964, 596 pp.  

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_O-47" 
Categories: United States military utility aircraft 1940-1949 | North American Aviation 
aircraft 
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Other planes Dad was familiar with 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

32d Pursuit Squadron P-36 Hawks at Ponce Field, Puerto Rico, 1941 
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P-40 Warhawk 
Tomahawk / Kittyhawk 
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Role Fighter aircraft 

National origin United States 

Manufacturer Curtiss-Wright Corporation 
Buffalo, New York 

Designed by Donovan Berlin 

First flight 14 October 1938[1] 

Retired 1958: FAB (Brazil) 

Primary users U.S. Army Air Force 
Royal Air Force 

Royal Australian Air Force 
Many others 

Produced 1939–1944 
Buffalo, New York 

Number built 13,738 

Unit cost US$44,892 in 1944[2] 

Developed from Curtiss P-36 

Variants  

Curtiss XP-46 
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B26 Marauder   

 

                                                

23rd Tow Target Squadron Patch  

This unit was stationed at Howard Field in Panama during WWII 

 

                                     

 

 

 



 62 

Chapter Four 

6th Air Force Today: 

 

 

An A-7D of the 355 TFS/354 TFW takes off from Howard AFB in the Panama Canal 
Zone during a 1977 deployment. 

United States Air Forces Southern Command 
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United States Air Forces Southern Command 

 

USAF Southern Command emblem 

Active 1940–1976 

Country United States of America 

Branch United States Air Force 

Type Major Command 

Engagements 

  

• World War II 

American Campaign 
(1941–1945) 

Commanders 

Notable 
commanders 

Hubert R. Harmon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USAF Southern Air Division 
830th Air Division 
Air Forces Panama 

 
Emblem of the USAF Southern Air Division 

830th Air Division 

Air Forces Panama 

Active 1976-1992 

Country United States 

Branch United States Air Force 

Role Command and Control 

  

Part of Tactical Air Command 
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United States Air Forces Southern Command (1963–1976) was a Major Command of the 
United States Air Force (USAF) responsible primarily for USAF activities in Central 
America, South America, and the Caribbean. 

It was headquartered at Albrook Air Force Base, Canal Zone. 

History 

The command was established as Panama Canal Air Force on October 19, 1940, and 
actually activated as a major command on November 20, 1940. It was then successively 
redesignated Caribbean Air Force, on August 5, 1941, 6th Air Force on September 18, 
1942, and Caribbean Air Command on July 31, 1946. Through all these redesignations it 
was part of the Caribbean Defense Command, (10 Feb 1941-1 Nov 1947), which was the 
senior United States Army headquarters in the Canal Zone. The Caribbean Interceptor 
Command, was the Air Force component (10 Feb 1941-17 Oct 1941) of the CIC until 
being inactivated and replaced by VI Interceptor Command. 

The command was finally redesignated United States Air Forces Southern Command on 
July 8, 1963, before being inactivated on January 1, 1976. It was replaced by the 
Southern Air Division, part of Tactical Air Command. 

Units Assigned 

• Commands  

VI Bomber Command, 25 Oct 1941-1 Nov 1946  
VI Interceptor Command, 17 Oct 1941  
Redesignated as: VI Fighter Command, May 1942-Oct 1943  
XXVI Fighter Command, 6 Mar 1942-25 Aug 1946  
XXXVI Fighter Command, 21 Aug 1942-30 Apr 1943  
VI Air Force Service Command, Undetermined  
Antilles Air Command, 11 Jul 1941-22 Jan 1949  

• Wings  

6th Fighter Wing, 25 Aug 1946-28 Jul 1948  
13th Composite Wing, 1 Nov 1940-25 Oct 1941  
19th Composite Wing, 25 Jan 1933  
Redesignated: 19 Wing on 14 Jul 1937  
Redesignated: 19 Bombardment Wing on 19 Oct 1940-25 Oct 1941  
23d Fighter, 25 Apr-24 Sep 1949  
24th Composite, 1967-1976  
36th Fighter Wing, 2 Jul 1948-13 Aug 1948  
Attached to 6th Fighter Wing, 2-28 Jul 1948  



 65 

5700 Composite, 1948-1949; Air Base, 24 Oct 1954-8 Nov 1967  

• Groups  

25th Bombardment Group, 1 Nov 1940-25 Oct 1941  
32d Pursuit Group, 1 Jan 1941-18 Sep 1942  
36 Pursuit Group (Interceptor), 3 Jun-25 Oct 1941  
37th Pursuit Group (Interceptor), 19 Nov 1940-18 Sep 1942  
53d Fighter Group, 1 Jan-6 Mar 1942  

• Squadrons  

4th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, 25 Aug 1946-1 Feb 1948  
20th Troop Carrier Squadron , 5 May 1945-17 Jun 1948  
Attached to: 314th Troop Carrier Group [later, 314th Troop Carrier Group, 
Heavy; 314th Troop Carrier Group, Medium], c. Nov 1946-16 Jun 1948  

Assigned Stations 

• Permanent  

Albrook Air Force Station, Canal Zone, 1932-1976  
France Air Force Base, Canal Zone, 1917-1949  
Howard Air Force Base, Canal Zone, 1939-1976  
Rio Hato Army Air Base, Panama, 1931-1948  
Borinquen (later Ramey) Air Force Base, Puerto Rico, 1936-1971  
(Assigned to Strategic Air Command, 26 May 1949)  

• Wartime/Lend-Lease  

Coolidge Air Force Base, Antigua, 
1941-1949  
Dakota Army Airfield, Aruba, 1942-
1944  
Batista Army Airfield, Cuba, 1942-
1946  
Camaguey Air Base, Cuba, 1942-
1944  
Vernam Air Force Base, Jamaica, 
1941-1949  
Arecibo Field, Puerto Rico, 1941-
1943  
Losey Army Airfield, Puerto Rico, 
1941-1944  
Benedict Army Airfield, Saint Croix, 
1941-1942  

Calzada Larga Army Airfield, 
Panama, 1942-1944  
Chame Army Airfield, Panama, 
1942-1945  
David Army Airfield, Panama, 
1941-1945  
La Chorrera Army Airfield, Panama, 
1941-1944  
Madden Army Airfield, Panama, 
1944  
Patilla Point Army Airfield, Panama, 
1944  
Pocri Army Airfield, Panama, 1944  
Belem Army Airfield, Brazil, 1941-
1945  
Atkinson Air Force Base, British 
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Beane Air Force Base, Saint Lucia, 
1941-1949  
Saint Thomas Airport, Saint 
Thomas, 1942-1943  
Carlsen Air Force Base, Trinidad, 
1941-1949  
Piarco Airport, Trinidad, 1941-1943  
Waller Air Force Base, Trinidad, 
1941-1949  
Aguadulce Army Airfield, Panama, 
1941-1945  
Anton Army Airfield, Panama, 1943  

Guiana, 1941-1948  
Zandery Army Airfield, Dutch 
Guiana, 1941-1946  
Salinas Army Airfield, Ecuador, 
1942-1943  
Seymour Island Airfield, Galápagos 
Islands, 1942-1948  
Guatemala City Air Base, 
Guatemala, 1941-1949  
Talara Army Airfield, Peru, 1942-
1947  

Operational History 

The first United States air units arrived in the Canal Zone in February 1917, with the 7th 
Aero Squadron being organized on 29 March at Ancon. It was equipped with Curtiss JN-
4 "Jennys" and Curtiss R-3 and R-4 floatplanes. During World War I, the 7th Aero was 
assigned to patrol for German U-Boats offshore of the Canal Zone under direction of 
Coast Defenses of Cristobal, from 1 Jun-15 Nov 1918. 

The 7th Aero Squadron was assigned to several fields during 1917 and 1918, those being 
Corozal (16 Apr); Empire (May); Fort Sherman (29 Aug); Cristobal (Mar 1918) before 
finding a permanent home at Coco Walk, which became France Field in May 1918. 
Beginning on 1 Jul 1917, Army aviation units were assigned directly to the Panama 
Canal Department, which was the senior United States Army headquarters in the Canal 
Zone. 

A second permanent army airfield, Albrook Field, opened in 1932 due to France Field 
becoming too small for the numbers of aircraft being assigned to the Canal Zone, as well 
as having a poor landing surface; offering no room for expansion, and providing little 
defense for the Pacific entrance to the Panama Canal. A third airfield, Howard Field was 
built on the Canal Bruja Point Military Reservation, opening on 1 Dec 1939. By 1940, a 
rapid increase in the number of flying squadrons in both the Canal Zone as well as in 
Panama as a result of the pre-World War II mobilization of the Air Corps warranted a 
new organization, and the Panama Canal Air Force was created as a major command. 
After several organizational changes and the establishment of the United States Army Air 
Forces in 1942, Sixth Air Force became the controlling Air Force command authority for 
USAAF activities in the Caribbean Sea, as well as in Central and South America. 
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In early 1942 the German Navy, Kriegsmarine, began anti-shipping operations using U-
Boats in the Caribbean. The subs sank several tankers in the harbor at San Nicholas, 
Aruba and even shelled an oil refinery on the island. It's important to note that the 
refineries at the island of Aruba and Curacao possessed oil from wells in Venezuela and  
counted for one-third of the Allies supply of gasoline. 

The first wartime mission of the newly created Sixth Air Force was to perform 
antisubmarine operations in the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico areas and to cover 
Allied shipping convoys in the area. The Sixth Air Force expanded throughout the 
Caribbean and Latin America, stationing units from Cuba in the north to British and 
Dutch Guiana on the northern coast of South America to protect the Venezuelan oilfields. 
Air bases were established along the western coast of South America, in Peru, Ecuador as 
well as in the Galapagos Islands, Panama, Guatemala and Costa Rica. In order to protect 
the vital Air Transport Command South Atlantic Air Route to Europe and North Africa, 
Sixth Air Force combat units were stationed in Brazil  to patrol the South Atlantic air 
routes. 

Sixth Air Force had the responsibility for tracking down "Wolfpacks". "Wolfpacks", 
consisted of three of more subs together in a mission now known as search and destroy, 
attacking Allied shipping. As most shipping in the Caribbean was not in defensive 
convoys, aerial surveillance of the area was crucial to their safety. However, in the fall of 
1942 the Germans changed tactics and reduced their submarine activity in the Caribbean 
region to concentrate its activity on the North Atlantic convoy route and the approaches 
to northwest Africa. With the withdrawal of submarines from the Caribbean region the 
Sixth Air Force concentrated its efforts as a striking force on its primary function of 
guarding against possible attacks on the Panama Canal. 

Postwar Mission 
With the end of the war, most of the wartime Caribbean air bases used for antisubmarine 
patrols were returned to civil authorities in late 1945 or early 1946. The Lend-Lease air 
bases from Great Britain, which were on 99-year leases were reduced to skeleton units 
and used largely as MATS weather stations. They were all closed for budgetary reasons 
in 1949. 

The postwar Sixth Air Force, redesignated Caribbean Air Command as part of the 1946 
USAAF reorganization, and its successor units returned to its prewar mission, the defense 
of the Panama Canal; support for friendly Latin American air forces, and to provide 
support to Latin American nations engaged in anti-communist activities during the Cold 
War. Howard Air Force Base became a focus for military air support, with many surplus 
USAF aircraft being transferred to Latin American air forces there, as well as the 
establishment of the Inter-American Air Forces Academy, which provided technical 
training and education for airmen and officers from approximately 14 Latin American 
countries. 
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In the post Vietnam War drawdown of the USAF, the United States Air Forces Southern 
Command was inactivated in 1976 for budgetary reasons. Most of its functions and 
resources passed to the Tactical Air Command, which established the USAF Southern 
Air Division (later 830th Air Division; Air Forces Panama) as the USAF component of 
the United States Armed Forces in the Panama Canal Zone. 
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Chapter Four 

The Fort 

Fort Kobbe WWII to Present 

 

Chapel at Fort Kobbe 

 
Formerly named Fort Bruja until 1932. Located on the opposite side of the canal entrance 
from Fort Amador. Battery Murray (16-inch) (1924 - 1948, casemated 1942) was near 
Bruja Point. Battery Haan (16-inch) (1928 - 1948) is buried on Batele Point. There was 
also AMTB Battery 6 (90mm) (1942 - 1948) gunblocks still exist on Batele Point, 
Battery 3 and Battery Z (3A) (four 155mm on Panama mounts, still exists) on Bruja 
Point, and Battery AZ (1917 - 1946) (two fixed 4.7-inch, replaced by two 75mm in 1919, 
gunblocks still exist) (two mobile 75mm) on Bruja Point. Howard Air Force Base was 
nearby, which took over the fort in the 1950's. The Panama Canal Naval Station was also 
near here. 
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Photograph of a street in or near Fort Kobbe 

 

 
 

                                      

Photographs are not of Dad. I inserted these pictures to show what the barracks would look like during 
WWII. I have been unable to find many photographs of Fort Kobbe during WWII. 
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Beach near Fort Kobbe (recent) 

 

Barracks (recent)       

 

What I believe to be a WWII ammunition bunker (recent photo) 
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Ariel Photograph of Howard Field CZ 

History of Fort Kobbe/Howard AFB 

The first military installation at Fort Kobbe, which commands the Bay of Panama on the 
west bank of the Pacific end of the Panama Canal, was a small defense position 
established in 1918. 

After seven years of negotiation the Bruja Point Military Reservation, named for a point 
in Panama Bay, was set apart by Executive Order No. 4947, dated 11 August 1928. It was 
made a permanent military post, designated Fort Bruja and incorporated as a sub-post of 
Fort Amador on 2 February 1929. 

It was used for Coast Artillery emplacements utilized in the Harbor Defense of Balboa 
and supported by several positions which later became Anti-Aircraft Batteries. Fort Bruja 
was redesignated as Fort Kobbe on 15 April 1932 to honor Major General William A. 
Kobbe, an artillery officer who played a prominent role with the U.S. Forces during the 
Philippine Insurrection. General Kobbe, who started his military career as a drummer boy 
during the Civil War, passed away in 1932 at the age of 91. 

In 1937 the necessity for an additional air field in the Canal Zone arose and the most 
suitable site was in the Venado River Valley, a part of Fort Kobbe. An airstrip, known as 
Bruja Point Air Base, was built and later redesignated as Howard Field, in honor of 
Major Charles H. Howard, U.S. Army Air Corps. 

On 2 July 1941 Fort Kobbe was established as an independent post. The Base 
Commander of Howard Field, being the senior officer assigned, assumed the duties of 
Post Commander. Howard Field comprised the greater part of the Fort Kobbe reservation. 

In October 1943 the Commanding General, Panama canal department, designated Fort 
Kobbe as a ground force post. The Commanding Officer was authorized to exercise 
control over the entire Military Reservation. 
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In August 1946 Howard Field and Fort Kobbe were separated. An arbitrary line was 
established which gave Howard Field control of the North end of the area and Fort Kobbe 
(under the control of Commanding Officer, Fort Amador) the South end of the Military 
Reservation. 

After 1944 the concept of Coast artillery changed and these units were withdrawn from 
Fort Kobbe. The reservation functioned mainly as an airbase until late 1949 when all Air 
Corps units were withdrawn. 

The 33rd Infantry Regiment was reactivated at Fort Kobbe 4 January 1950 and assumed 
responsibility for the entire post. Air Force installations were utilized by the 33rd 
Infantry. In addition to Canal guard duty, the Regiment assumed responsibility for 
operation of the U.S. Army’s only Jungle Warfare Training Center. In was inactivated 
and redesignated as the 20th Infantry at Fort Kobbe in May 1956. 

The 1st Battle Group was implemented when the 20th Infantry was reorganized and 
redesignated 15 November 1957 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battle 
Group, 20th Infantry. It was inactivated 8 August 1962 at Fort Kobbe. 

The 193rd Infantry Brigade was activated on 8 August 1962 at Fort Kobbe, Canal Zone as 
a mobile force for swift intervention in case of trouble in Latin America. The brigade 
initially included three infantry battalions, one of which was an airborne unit. In 1968 the 
airborne battalion was replaced by an infantry battalion. Today the brigade consists of 
two infantry battalions (one company of one battalion remaining airborne), a field 
artillery battalion and a support battalion. Brigade headquarters is at Fort Clayton, 
Panama. 

Written by Cassandra Newberry Anderson for the 1987 Fort Kobbe Reunion. Since that 
time all troops were removed from Fort Kobbe and Fort Kobbe was returned to the 
government of Panama.  

Fort Kobbe is now being transformed into a new mixed-community called Panama 
Pacifico. 
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Gun Battery in Panama c. WWII (location unknown) 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 75 

Chapter Five 

 
 

Gorgas Hospital Panama Canal Zone 
 
 
 
 

 

1920’s 
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More Recent Picture of Gorgas 

Gorgas Hospital, the most important health institution in the Panama Canal Zone, named 
after William Crawford Gorgas (1854–1920). 

Gorgas was a United States physician and 22nd Surgeon General of the U.S. Army.  He 
is best known for his work in abating the transmission of yellow fever and malaria by 
controlling the mosquitoes that carry them at a time when there was considerable 
skepticism and opposition to such measures. 

As chief sanitary officer on the canal project, Gorgas implemented far-reaching sanitary 
programs including the draining of ponds and swamps, fumigation, mosquito netting, and 
public water systems. These measures were instrumental in permitting the construction of 
the Panama Canal, as they significantly prevented illness due to yellow fever and malaria 
(which had also been shown to be transmitted by mosquitoes in 1898) among the 
thousands of workers involved in the building project. 

The Gorgas Hospital was built on the site of a French hospital called “L’Hospital Notre 
Dame de Canal”, it was originally called Ancon Hospital and later in 1928, renamed 
Gorgas Hospital. It was originally built of wood, but was rebuilt in concrete in 1915 by 
Samuel Hitt. 

The hospital is located on Ancon Hill with an elevation between 130 and 180 feet above 
sea level, which favors spectacular views of Panama Bay and cool ocean breezes, which 
reduces the discomfort from the heat and humidity.   It was managed by the U.S. Army 
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for most of the 20th century, but is now, in accordance with the Torrijos-Carter Treaties, 
in Panamanian hands.  Since October 1999, it has been home to the Instituto Oncológico 
Nacional (National Oncological Institute), Panama’s Ministry of Health and the Panama 
Supreme Court. 

After more than a century of clinical and research activities in Panama, Gorgas Army 
Community Hospital  Hospital closed its doors on October 1, 1997,  in anticipation of 
the scheduled reversion of Panama Canal territories and facilities to the Republic of 
Panama by midday December 31, 1999. 

 

In closing… a final salute: 

I would like to finish with several stories Dad has told me about his military service 
that merits recording on these pages. They are as follows: 

The “Fib” 

I asked him on one occasion many many years ago about how he got into the service so 
young…he replied that he told a “little fib”. He has since expanded his recollectionof 
“the fib” to include going to Gate City, Virginia from Copper Ridge and trying to sign 
up with “Quillen Moore”…Mr. Moore told Dad he was too young to join (about 15-16) 
but he would swear him in if his mother and father signed for him. With many 
chuckles Dad said he went down the street and waited a few hours before taking back 
the freshly forged signatures of his parents…he was shortly on his way to the US 
Cavalry.  

Charge! 

I came upon some very interesting information when I asked if he drilled while in the 
Cavalry…his reply was “ yes”…how frequently, I said… “about every day, he replied”. 
What were the drills, I asked…did you ever do exercises involving commands to charge 
or attack…  “no”…are you sure… “wait…yes we did them all the time but they were 
just practice, not actual attacks or charges…I thought you meant for real. We also 
drilled with guns and sabers from horseback.” 

Into the Wild Blue Yonder 

I found the story of his final discharge to be quite moving. He recalls the conversation 
between himself and the officer that was discharging him from the Army Air Corps 
under medical conditions. Dad said he begged the officer to let him stay in and at some 
time during their conversation the officer asked him what he would do if his stomach 
ulcer ruptured again while he was flying…Dads reply was… “I reckon I would just 
die, Sir”. And there you have it in that one statement…the metal, the fiber and the 
character of the youth of his time.  “I reckon I would just die, Sir”. Well said, 
Dad. He regrets being discharged and misses the service to this day. 
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Dad is a living horse soldier and a previous Army Air Corps Aviation crew 
member…He is also among the last to have the distinct honor of serving in both 
branches of service. 

 Mounted Cavalry soon gave way to modern technology and the USAAF officially 
became the US Air Force on 18 September 1947. There is something to be said about 
these men…whether they are fathers, relative’s, acquaintances or just old soldiers we 
see on the news clips on Veterans Day…They are the last of the men from a time when 
patriotism was an integral part of the fabric of this nation and “Duty, Honor and 
Country” was on the lips and in the hearts of every soldier and sailor. 

 And so, old Sir …you are much recognized by me and your family…thank you for the 
patriotism and call to higher duty you passed to me and most of all…  

thank you for your calling to 

 

Boots, Saddles and Silver Wings! 

 

F.H. Lane 

Rensselaerville, NY 2010 
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Mr. Lane’s family from left to right top row: Belinda, Amy, wife Arlis, Terresa, Pamela, 
Melissa and Janet. Bottom row: Michelle and Dad. 
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Dad at age 87+ 11 months…very much alive…very much alert…very much active… and 
still very much the patriot. 
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                                                                                                             Listed as  2nd Cavalry School Patch 

                                                                                                                                      pre-WWII 
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